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REL 422 New Testament in Religious Education 

Fall 2016 

 
Preliminary Course Outline 

 

Class Start Date & End Date 

September to December 2016. 

Class Meeting Time & Room & Location if Off-site 

The class will meet on the following dates, from 8.30 am to 4.00 pm: 

 Friday 16 Sept. 

 Friday 30 Sept. 

 Friday 14 October 

 Friday 28 October 

 Friday 18 November 

 Friday 02 December 
 
Instructors:  Stéphane Saulnier 
Office Hours:  by appointment 
Office #  2-05 
Phone#  780 392 2450 ext 5234 
Email address  stephane.saulnier@newman.edu  

Course Description 

“The New Testament as a source for Religious Education. The formation and transmission of the New 
Testament. A study of the Christology and Christian discipleship of the Gospels and Pauline Epistles.” (Newman 
Theological College 2016-2017 Academic Calendar, available online ) 

Course Objectives 

This graduate level course’s primary aim is to introduce students to the New Testament of the Christian Bible. 
During the course we will: 

 Examine the background of the NT: biblical inspiration, transmission of texts, translations, canonicity 
and hermeneutics. 

 Provide the geographical and historical context from which the NT texts emerged. 

 Identify and explore some key theological themes of the NT. 

 Examine sample texts under the following categories: author(s), structure, literary genre, exegesis, 
theological meaning and significance for contemporary biblical scholarship and faith. Integration in the 
context of Religious Education. 
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Academic learning outcomes 
The academic outcomes pertain primarily to #1 listed under ‘Outcomes’ for the Master of Religious Education 
Program, which states: ‘Have a familiarity with the major areas of Catholic Theology’, in this particular case, in 
catholic biblical theology. Cognate areas of Systematic theology, Moral Theology and Sacramental/Liturgical 
theology will be identified and illustrated as occasions arise. By the end of the course students will demonstrate:  
By the end of the course students should be able to demonstrate: 

 A solid acquaintance with the material and some of the methods pertaining to their interpretation in a 
Catholic educational context. 

 An understanding of the historical, theological and ethical issues raised in these canonical books.  

 An ability to engage with textual, historical and theological issues raised by the material. 

 A deepening of their ability to communicate in an effective manner, both orally and in writing, the result 
of their research and enquiries. 

  An ability to use the skills developed to apply their knowledge and understanding of these ancient texts 
to the Church today in the context of Religious Education. 

 
Human and spiritual learning outcomes 
by the end of the course each student should be able to identify areas and articulate ways in which the course has 
contributed to their overall human and spiritual development, possibly including and likely not limited to the 
following: 

 A contemplative, spiritual, liturgical formation that will gain an additional dimension resulting from a 
greater acquaintance with the New Testament. 

 A greater awareness of their human maturing in light of their self-immersion in the text of Scripture. 

 An ability to identify ways in which the course has contributed to equip them to embrace the pastoral 
role that will be theirs as educators and as lay people. 

 An ability to identify ways in which the course content has nurtured a self-awareness of their role in the 
social and pastoral aspects of their place of work. 

Course Assignments and Evaluation  

Written material submitted for assessment in this course will amount to around 6,500 words of written 
assignments, divided up as seminar papers (4,500 words in total), and book reviews (2,000 words in total). Final 
examination will take place on the final day of class (Friday 02 December - afternoon). Students will be able to 
opt for either an oral examination or a written examination. 

 Oral examination will last 20 minutes. Details to be given in class. 

 Written examination will last 90 minutes. 
 
Final grade:  
Seminar papers (45%) + book review(s) (30%) + final examination (25%) 

Textbooks 

All text books are available at the NTC bookstore, which will be open on the first day of class. If using NTC 
bookstore to purchase your books, it is a good idea to order and reserve your books in advance (at least three 
weeks) by contacting bookstore@newman.edu.  Students who wish to receive the books ahead of time should 
contact the bookstore and make necessary arrangements. 
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R.E. Brown, An Introduction to the New Testament (Doubleday: 1997).1 
Pope Benedict XVI, Jesus of Nazareth: from the Baptism in the Jordan to the Transfiguration (Doubleday Religion: 2007)2 
Pope Benedict XVI, Jesus of Nazareth – Holy Week: from the entrance into Jerusalem to the Resurrection (Ignatius Press: 
2011) 
Pope Benedict XVI, Jesus of Nazareth – The Infancy Narratives (Libreria Editrice Vaticana: 2012) 
Pope Benedict XVI, “Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Verbum Domini on the Word of God in the Life and 
Mission of the Church” (Pauline Books and Media: 2010)3 
 
Plus TWO selected from the following THREE documents 

 Pope Francis, “Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium - The Joy of the Gospel (Pauline Books and 
Media: 2013)4 

 Pope Francis, “Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’ – On Care for Our Common Home.” (2015).5  

 Pope Francis, “Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia – On Love in the Family, to Bishops, 
Priests and Deacons, consecrated persons, Christian married couples, and all the lay faithful.” (2016).6 

Course Requirements 

The following are required: 

 Attendance and participation to ALL sessions. College policy as expounded in the 2016-2017 Student 
Handbook and in the NTC 2016-2017 Academic Calendar will be implemented. 

 Class Preparation: this must be done thoroughly and carefully 

 Timely submission of all required written assignments. Please see Late Submission Policy below. 

General Academic Information 

Academic misconduct: 
Plagiarism is a serious offence and will simply not be tolerated. See NTC Student Handbook 2016-2017, for details 
of the College policy dealing with academic misconduct. 
 
Acceptable writing style Manuals: 

 American Psychological Association (APA) Publication Manual.7 

 A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses and Dissertations – Kate Turabian (Chicago: University of 
Chicago). 

 MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (New York: Modern Language Association of America). 

 Society of Biblical Literature (SBL) Style Guide.8 
 
 

                                                           
1
 During the course this book will be particularly useful for general introduction to the various documents of the New 

Testament. The final exam will be based on parts of this book.. Beyond the course, this book remains an excellent 

resource for introductory material on the New Testament from a catholic perspective. 
2
 The Jesus of Nazareth three volumes will form the basis on which you will write your book review(s). Beyond the 

course, these books will be excellent reminders of how one might interpret scripture with the mind of the church. 
3 Full text online at http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html  
4 Full text online at http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-
gaudium.html.  
5
 Full text online at http://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si_en.pdf  

6
 Full text online at https://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20160319_amoris-

laetitia_en.pdf  
7 APA’s style rules are set out in The Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association fifth edition. 
8 The SBL Style Guide for Students is available online at http://sbl-site.org/publications/publishingwithsbl.aspx  

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si_en.pdf
https://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20160319_amoris-laetitia_en.pdf
https://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20160319_amoris-laetitia_en.pdf
http://sbl-site.org/publications/publishingwithsbl.aspx
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Late Submission Policy: 
Late submissions are accepted for a ‘fee’, so there is no need to ask for extensions. The ‘fee’ associated with late 
submission is calculated as follows: 10% of the grade given to the paper is deducted per any part and/or full 24-
hourday period, up to a maximum of five days, after which an automatic Fail grade (zero) will be allocated. This is 
non-negotiable.  
From time to time unforeseen circumstances and/or events occur that prevent students from submitting an 
assignment in a timely manner. In such cases and upon submission of supporting evidence (e.g. medical note) the 

above policy will be waived. In any case, please communicate with the instructor if you foresee any difficulty . 
For Incomplete courses regulations, see NTC Student Handbook 2016-2017 available online. 
 
Grading policy: 
“The generally accepted class average for the C.Th., Dip.Th., B.Th., M.T.S., M.Div., G.C.C.S.A. and the M.R.E., 
all of which are basic degrees, diplomas and certificates, is a ‘B’ (3.00)” (Newman Theological College Academic Calendar 
2016-2017).  
 
NTC has adopted the Alberta Alpha Four Point Grading System. This is set out in the NTC 2016-2017 Academic 
Calendar, and is here reproduced for your convenience. Please note that an A grade is reserved for work which 
demonstrates excellence.  
 
GRADUATE LEVEL 
 

Grade 
meaning 

Mark Grade Grade 
Point 

Excellent 90% - 
100% 
85 – 89% 
80%-84% 

A+ 
A 
A- 

4.0 
4.0 
3.7 

Good  77%-79% 
73%-76% 
70%-72% 

B+ 
B 
B- 

3.3 
3.0 
2.7 

Adequate 67%-69% 
63%-66% 
60%-62% 

C+ 
C 
C- 

2.3 
2.0 
1.7 

Fail 57%-59% 
53%-56% 
50%-52% 

D+ 
D 
D- 

1.3 
1.0 
0.0 

    
 
For Grade Appeal Procedure, see the NTC Student Handbook 2016-17. 
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Tentative Course Schedule9 

Week 1 [16th Sept] Introduction to the New Testament 
Morning Presentation: NT background; NT text (composition; transmission); NT Canon 
 
Afternoon Study Session The New Testament in Religious Education -  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Week 2 [30th Sept.] The Gospels of Mark and Matthew 
Seminar paper 1 (1,500 words) due at start of class (hard copy and electronic attachment [Word doc]) 
 
Morning Presentation: The Gospel of Mark – background; Christology; discipleship. 
 
Afternoon Study Session: the Gospel of Matthew – background, Christology, discipleship. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Week 3 [14th Oct.] The Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles: Salvation History 
Book review 1 (1,000 words) due at start of class (hard and electronic copies) 
 
Morning Presentation: The Gospel of Luke – background; Christology; discipleship 
 
Afternoon Study Session: The Book of Acts – Christology, discipleship, mission/evangelisation 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Week 4 [28th Oct.] The Gospel and Letters of John; the Book of Revelation 
Seminar paper 2 (1,500 words) due at start of class (hard copy and electronic copy) 
 
Morning Presentation: Gospel and Letters of John – specificities of the Johannine witness 
 
Afternoon Study Session: The book of Revelation 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Week 5 [18th Nov.] St Paul: Life, gospel, letters; the Catholic Epistles 
Seminar paper 3 (1,500 words) due at start of class (hard and electronic copies) 
Book review 2 (1,000 words) due at start of class (hard and electronic copies) 
 
Morning Presentation: St Paul’s life and letters; content of St Paul’s gospel 
 
Afternoon Study Session: the Catholic Epistles (1 and 2 Peter; James; Jude; Hebrews) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Week 6 [02nd Dec.] the NT in Religious Ed. 
 
Morning Presentation: Course conclusion. Class presentations continue. 
 
Afternoon   Final Examination 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
9 A finalized Course Schedule will be distributed on the first day of class. The professor reserves the right to amend the present Tentative Course Schedule. 
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